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United States Commercial Slaughter 
 
Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 4.55 billion pounds in April 2022, down 3 percent from the 
4.71 billion pounds produced in April 2021. 
 
Beef production, at 2.33 billion pounds, was 1 percent below the previous year. Cattle slaughter totaled 2.81 million head, 
down 1 percent from April 2021. 
 
Veal production totaled 4.50 million pounds, 6 percent above April a year ago. Calf slaughter totaled 28,100 head, up 
2 percent from April 2021. 
 
Pork production totaled 2.20 billion pounds, down 6 percent from the previous year. Hog slaughter totaled 10.1 million 
head, down 7 percent from April 2021. 
 
Lamb and mutton production, at 12.3 million pounds, was down 10 percent from April 2021. Sheep slaughter totaled 
197,500 head, 12 percent below last year.  
 
Pacific Region Commercial Slaughter 
 
California's production of red meat during April 2022 totaled 141.1 million pounds (dressed weight), 6 percent below than 
April 2021. This figure includes slaughter in Federally-inspected and state-inspected plants, but excludes farm slaughter. 
In April 2022, the average live weight of cattle slaughtered in California was 1,353 pounds, calves averaged 135 pounds, 
sheep and lambs averaged 156 pounds, and hogs averaged 256 pounds. In Hawaii, 900,000 pounds of red meat were 
produced in April 2022, and 100,000 pounds of red meat were produced in Nevada. 
 

Commercial Slaughter – States and United States: April 2021 and 2022 

Specie and State 
Number slaughtered Total live weight Average live weight 

2021 2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 

 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 pounds 1,000 pounds pounds pounds 

Cattle 
California ................................  
Hawaii .....................................  
Nevada ...................................  
United States ..........................  
 
Calves 
California ................................  
Hawaii .....................................  
Nevada ...................................  
United States ..........................  
 
Sheep and lambs 
California ................................  
Hawaii .....................................  
Nevada ...................................  
United States ..........................  
 
Hogs 
California ................................  
Hawaii .....................................  
Nevada ...................................  
United States ..........................  

 
134.5 

1.3 
(D) 

2,852.4 
 
 

4.0 
(D) 
(D) 

27.4 
 
 

26.8 
0.1 
(D) 

223.5 
 
 

226.0 
0.3 
(D) 

10,824.2 

 
133.6 

1.3 
0.1 

2,813.4 
 
 

3.2 
(D) 
(D) 
28.1 

 
 

26.2 
0.1 

 (Y) 
197.5 

 
 

197.2 
0.2 

(Y) 
10,080.7 

 
182,750 

1,528 
(D) 

3,887,612 
 
 

471 
(D) 
(D) 

7,285 
 
 

3,928 
9 

(D) 
27,234 

 
 

60,437 
77 
(D) 

3,141,254 

 
179,645 

1,560 
103 

3,855,025 
 
 

415 
(D) 
(D) 

7,707 
 
 

4,089 
18 
(X) 

24,335 
 
 

50,389 
41 
(X) 

2,951,118 

 
1,367 
1,172 

(D) 
1,366 

 
 

121 
(D) 
(D) 
268 

 
 

147 
124 
(D) 
122 

 
 

268 
265 
(D) 
290 

 
1,353 
1,208 
1,211 
1,373 

 
 

135 
(D) 
(D) 
276 

 
 

156 
138 
(X) 

123 
 
 

256 
263 
(X) 

293 

 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
 (X) Not applicable. 
 (Y) Less than level of precision shown. 
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Commercial Red Meat Production – States and United States 
[Includes total beef, veal, pork, lamb, and mutton. Totals based on unrounded data] 

State April 2021 March 2022 April 2022 
April 2022 
as % 2021 

 million pounds million pounds million pounds percent 

California ...................................................  
Hawaii .......................................................  
Nevada .....................................................  
 
United States.............................................  

149.7 
0.9 
0.1 

 
4,710.4 

160.3 
1.0 
0.1 

 
4,978.9 

141.1 
0.9 
0.1 

 
4,545.6 

94 
98 
95 

 
97 

 
 
 
 
Access to NASS Reports    
Access the National publication for this release at:  
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/rx913p88g 
 
For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways:  

➢ All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov.  

➢ Both state and national and reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free subscription, visit the links below:  

State Reports 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Subscribe_to_State_Reports/index.php 
 

National Reports 
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/ 
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Newsroom/Subscribe/index.php 

 
For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727- 9540, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: 
nass@usda.gov.  
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental 
status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in 
employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment 
activities.) 
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